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[. ‘lomen's Contribution to Food and Agricultural

/  Production
/
}f The femalec sector in agriculture has generally been

rcsponsible for the production of food fOP'consumption.
Women have been documented;all over Afriéa.and the third
world to provide 60-805: of agriculturalvlabour foirce,

They carry out farming opcrations from planting, weeding
hérvestiﬁg, threshin%_or processing transportation, prusCrva-
“tion, storage and marketing of farm produce after NS ng
the sécurity of family food. In some commuhities, Lalicethe
waghavul, from Mangu in Platcau State of Nigeria1 womn also
engage in land clearing and preparation or cultivation which
arc usually carried out by the aen since 1t is dil ticulil tou
tne vomen . Hom;ﬁ also epgége in livestoek rusbandrs=, bosning

and tending smallaruminants like shecp goats, and goualtry ctc

to supplement family income and provide protein. Ll e

Fuibu or pastoral TMulani, womun tend cachs milk COWE, ‘L:0CCss
milk and prepare milk.prpducts for home consumption as woell a2
for marketing. The later is carried out for the purmo-o of
earning income to purchase other family food, provisioc... ;nch

as soép, sugar, matchces and soup condimentS'whilc mact ofsil

is retaincd as the women's indepcndent income.2 Jdomen’' s
iﬁpoftance as thevkcy actors in all these agricultur~l activitics

has earned Africa the reputation of being a "region of female

w3

o

farming per excellence.
Women; in addition to agriculture engage in off" farmn

income earning activities, all with the aim of bettering their

living standards. Such activities include home bascd iicustries

such as crafts prbduction, casual or temporary employment as

hired labour either on private farms or at othér jobs, food

preparation for salc, etc., In addition they arc solely responsible
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for reproductivé aétivit;uu at.family Keae It liké éooking ?df the
househbld, iooking after itlc children, the disabled, sSick, oOla
and other Tamily members, ilhe gathering of fircwood, and  supply
of water for family usc, somctimes from very distant souvigcs.
Tt is estima;ed that African women spend as much as L6 Lours,
a day on both economic and rcproductive activities.

rom the advent of colonisation however, whilce women still
retained these responsibilitice, their plight chensed gradually
over the last 80—100 years, ushering in a structural criscs as
carly as the 1960s, which now affects almost the centiro LFrdes R,
and third world population ecspuecially women, The oo cavse of.

these crlses is the text of the next section,

IT, The Origins of the hird Worlu Doeve iopmnnt
Criscs and The Dot ricrating position of jlom:n

The genesis of th; eriscs currcntly uffllbt) i3 the Third
orld, and ultlng in the wopsonlng SOClO—pCOHﬂHlC position

of millions of her population cspecially women .arc in the legney
of colonial systems’of traensfcecr of resourccs out oif e tThird
dorld to Europc an@ fhe'dcst. Lpart from draining resourc:s
Trom the colonicsz ﬁhis systems also establishcd Cﬂyurﬁ'uNCl*VCS
in agriculfﬁre, mining and other primary scctors thorcby tr@né—
forming otherwise sélf reliant communities through forced

commcrcialisatioﬁ and the introduction of private property in

land.u This economic and political process rcsg;tcd in the:. .

a) destruction Qnd/or.supprussion of the manufacturing
,potentlalb of colonics and traditional crafts, . md

artisan production through the importatio:

goods ;.



Large portions o the population lost ncccss to
adeguatc and stablc income, resources, or emplovmunt.
Such basic neceds ¢s food, housing, hecalth Tacilitics .ete.
were almost ignorcd in‘pcrsuit of' colonial prouucution
intercsts.,  Few Third ‘world Countrics attemgtea to rectify
this production steucivure after indcpcnd¢nco; Moo many
of the cconomic/political characteristics of thoe coloninl
days havce persiétcd up-todate. The result of which 26
a) thc’manufactnring scctors have not grown much
excgpt in a few newly industralising countricse .nd
b) the development of a strbng export oricntud n-riculture
with a stagnating food production sector, fowultjﬂj
in fhc marginalisation of peasants who noiil o» could ©
find jobs nor survive proceeds from thcir 7 rm
holdings. Largc numbers of both men and womsn wors
affected by the ntrginclisation, but women ‘olc
worse hit. It is documented that during the P iod
(colonial rule), the cconomic position off women
worsencd As the colonial rulers tended to disysdcvour
women in access to technology, 1nnd, cnployicint
credit etc6 duc to bthely patriachal idecolo o,
cultival subordination of women on gendey ol class
basis, and the fact that the inhorent incquality in the
economic and political process ituclf was poverty

generating.

These trends have graduclly worsened today to constitute the
current crises through the activities of multinational
coopecrations and supranational bodies like the IMP. sost Third

world and African nations arc cousequently being crushoea unacr
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Ghic burden of heavy extuen:l debts due to balance of »nm.nt
proflems resulting from th. systemic breakdown, coll-jp-.d Food
and agricultural scetor resulting in relisnee aa food i onts =
tion'for survival, and 2 guneral fall in the stoanderd of Living
as coﬁntries are subjcctcﬁ to IMF conditionalitics to pet
foreign exchange loans to resolve the crises. o knoﬁ ﬁowmvcr

that this will only brins; 2hout a temporary solutioﬁ, antil
major systemic or stPuctuPai changes are carricd out.

what this scction has tricd to point out is the
theoretical rclationship between colonial and nuocolomil
economic and‘political grocoséeh and the crisis of survival
facing the Third vorld toduy, and the continued deterionation
of all nembers of ‘the »opulation espceially, womon's
acccssibility to resourcce Cor the fulfilment of their bhnsice
needs. o note that today, building upon the colecni«l struc-
ture, any timc reforms on 1lond are being made for cxamnle,
it is the women who first loose control over land c¢r have
feduced-access to-it_d% govcrnmbnfs,tnke ne notice o7 Todin
traditional use rights, vThc reforms usually concced lona titled.
to male houscholds headé, conseguently women beeome leniless

especially‘thos¢ Trom the poorest households, henec hove no

.alternative but to takce up poorly paid temporary, s.ios0mal :nd

cosual jobs as hired labcur. In placcs:wh;rc food procussing
and agricultural mechanisation hnsbcen‘cffcctcd9 women's
cconomic positions.arc’affcctud most as.thcyvuith.r diaeriiase
thir workload whilc,mcn's arc decreascd or theyv eaunec tlcir
;ﬁploymtnt end income opportunities. The commereialisacion of
égriéﬁlture also affgct;d‘womcn very negatively iﬁ most anrts

of gfrica and the Third crld., For wherens the introduction of



‘cash crops enhanced the eccnomic position of men,

the deteriora ition of that of

thedir work load as the t*sf oi

squarely on them alon:. Ce
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It has now bcen re¢1iuc¢ tiat this decline is .o o5 - osals
of the defects inherent iAAﬁhQ devcidpmcnt plamiangy vwoc.ss
inhuritsd‘fromvthe colonial magters.) burdng the fi a6 olva, e
_émphavis was as taxing the rural sector through the onuintions
and cxport-oricnted strateoy that was based on im@ovtution o paw
m;térials and technology o thureby dcstrbying cottoge iniunstrics

LRSS AR Y]

such as black smithing textile: and weaving and impovorishing the

Pural/pcasantry. The bulk of cthe surpluses that worc Gonerated
from the expropriation of peasant production weore trausforod
kabroad.‘ Thus, this development strategy excluded the reiuvest-

ment of part of this surplus in the agricultural sector. Besides,

morzs emphasis has 1:id on the production of cash rath.v 5 food

:crops;whose-brices were also made less attractive by Lo commer—
ciéiization process, By tlic end of the first plan os a-vesult,
a crisis situation had alroady bcgun.to dchlop in the agwidvliursal
Bector. |

The second and #hird,plans in an attempt to revive the sceior
embarked on and cmphasisgd hwge capital expenditure ig‘mh; Lorm
of' the'uogld Bank asSistug ag;icultural chclopmaut rojuzt (ADP

AL

e o o

the River Basin Development suthopities (RBDL), the csitasiinhmont

of the credit institution -~ siserian sgricultural ond SO rEtive

SIS

?~'5ank (NACB) to‘make'loats available to small scale Jmors, fiscul

; , . !
mcasures to encourage privatoe ugcfor Investment in a vicvl Lure
guch as tax holidays, subsidics on inputs, removal of iwport dutic:,
;aﬂ agricultural machiﬁury cte. Vhile these stratcgiws.
Supposcdly meant for the development of peasant farmcrs who are
the backbonc:of food and =ome industrial crop pfoduction 15, Bl el
‘gﬁhey>failed to_achicvc their purpose because the benctits wcerucd
‘to thc»so—calléd4”progressivc rfarmers" who arc mostly wbs

SLE oy

upper and middle class farmors whose livelihood is nt denordent

H i



lef't out almosit whitipely

from thesc development., i dccline was also unwitvincly made

‘worse by the messive importation of cheap food (du. o the oil

N

bozm) wshich further aen o sl procdictiion ot lione . 0% Nohe wotucad

and move expensive foql créas could not compete with the Imported

Other strategies adowvted to revive agriculturce irclided
it £ :

the launching of the Naticnal iccelerated food productiocn o1:0-
(

granmne  (NEEPP), the'Opcration Feed the Nation' (07) £
Crecn Tevolution Programimc. The imnact ot all these on s ic=

ultwre was minimal. In foect in addition to not reanin, tha
benefits of these projects, peasant farmoers especially in the
irrigation project arcas lost theéir lands to the project; cid

nad to eithcr beécome landloss labourers on the schomnes op thp-rb:,

thus merginalising them cven more.

Also contributing to thc failure of the policics outlined
in thea plans'was the social and politicél~cnvironmuﬁt Sy pured
arcas, Strategies f'or ag;*p11uural de vuloPmbnt 2t Sney Dad
avoided the need Tor a sccial ;corganisation of “the rural seetor,
intu cooperativcthhouGh it is clear that agricultur.l production
is socially organised arcvund small and isolated familios :od
small land holdings which aiw bucoming increésingly smallere duc

1.0 increases in population and other forms of land tranciors.

These small holdings are not viable for far Peaching toeennical

. changes and generally lecads tco the ingfficicnt usc of l:ad.

Under these circumstances farming familics become isolatea fronm

each otheér in both the production and marketing procosis,.,  CoOnsi-

quent upon this lack o coop ration they . 1all LJS] prov 1o

market vagarics, middlemen and other sw1nd1ers.



Trhe fourth VauLonal Development FPlan atb\ﬂ)b\L T e @G

1is problem. but also vith 1imited success. The cotabliiment

c

o.. the Directdﬁate Lo food Roods and nupeld Iafrnociol on

which aims at an intesrated rural development Sogranhit
involving wom:n, throu.l its three-~tier slructure, With wornl;
sccinl, cultural, economic sccurity and social |e Lise oo
comuenents is also another witewpt at a morc effeecsive  aeal
drVulo“ment policy. 1o ﬁtﬁﬁﬂg emphasis on the cf!ng;1~e and
el ficient socio—spatialvorvuﬁiaation of all the coﬁmu;itieﬂ

d% the nation from thC rro g roots to the urban av2as 70T
increased productivity is indeed a neble step. o i i e
peen pointed out that the ircctorate falls short 01 oo lressing
the iscue of the locus of power in the rural ar.as, sniies 18

3

one of the reasons boliived to belie the failure oo e
dls elopmént strategics in. the past.

Qther problems mulLlLuxlnﬁ d”dlnat rural Q\vgimqn,n;
winich have been taken up,by the Directorate includcs tiw
construction of rursl iufv“"tructure such as i'ceier reads,
rural banking, credit services, rural Lgl,ahowv >?OﬁtﬁL
services, clﬁctPicity, houming; sterage and proccssing facili<
LS tools, i ;ul“muﬂl”. SPARE parto, maintenanc: and othor
vital services. The abscnce of many of these amenities in the
rural areas is respoacible for rural-urban migraetion hicl hias
incrcascd the number of female headed households invthc mural

arcas, as men move to towns in scarch of employmeni 1. toz

sole respon-inilil:; of

18]

formal scctor, lcavinz women with the
family maintenance against all odds.

Studies of rural womcn fiom four cthnic groups

o
=
-

'

the pastoral Fulani, Kilba, Tiv end Gwarl women in Cho D00 e

zone also supports the enidtence of theSe Trends in Covelilr. Lt



34 nastoral "Fulbe' or Ful-ni houscholds c.nsistin. »f normads,
seni narmsdic, scmi sottlen -1 scttlel familices werce studied
in Sorau District of Hdbi laecal ravernment aren o Cangola
State. The samsle of {5 gf total houscholds) cont ipcd 35
mcﬁ and L6 women. . prolianinary overviow of the ?hta‘callectcd
showéd th%t while both 'Fulbe' men and women arc hampored by
lfék of a&cqunfe ace.ss to informaticn on iwmpr wvod  nimols
hﬁsbandry vractices duc t seasonal mobility, the women's
vlicht is much worsc. The sﬁﬁdy shiewed S that tal il xitns1on
work wag dirceted at the men alone, Nene of the 46 women hed
ever sef Cyes on cithur ¢ livestoeck extensicn inicQ. S
home écohomics a:,cnt. Hence mest knowled: o of innouvaticns in
11#es£ock nanagemunt or asriculture (and thesc w.re fow alsc
IEETE %hc men) trickled dowa t. the women from their husband's.
Thc husbands were the sincslc most important souccs of informa-
tion to the women., While it moy be arcucd tact the livestock
cxtension agents may have cuncentratéd on the men boesusc
traditionally, listtJCK m*nﬁgumcnt is the men's sohioepe of
operation, thcre is nd.ifubt it thc vatriachal d:lem,ment
policies inhceritced froa the coleninle masters alsce e atributed
to the existence of this situation. Onc of the stens thken by
policy makers in Niwiis in cxder 0 sodcatariss and lagrove
livestock farming is the csteblishment of rasing  eroscrves
for the cattle owncrs; which alse 1s supnoscd t. reduce
ecompetition between razinry lands anld farms. 1o this colfcet
Kachiz grazinz reserve in Kaduna Sthic, Sorad e Guyaku in
Gbnggla stnte, ﬂasé in 12l ;nﬁ State, Wawa da senoe 15 Bauchi
state have nlfcaay heen chﬂﬂrcatc&, Som.: with minimum infras-

. : , s 10
tructure while many morc aic ¢xpeeted to be cstablished.
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However, only the Kachin sprazing resceve has 53 Oor
nanajzed to scttle-about Ju Malani heouscholds as o7 PC—00S r"ll ts
since 1970, with the hel of Internatiocnal Livest.ck C.ontrc
e i RO o e
for ifrica (ILCA) . Thuy cultivate crops for their live-
lihood 2s well as leguminoud fodder crops for thoir enttles

IR e

supplementary feelings .atoes-paycr - stucded € dnoet
of this settlement pro ramme on tAalbe ! women in thiis pescrve
and found that, the inctrodueticon of this Aoy bapn (sl i es

mentary feeding) would i

sossibly incrgésc milk i take for
family consumption. This wns becausc the innovation was only
introduced tc\mch,.who usuullylgmi& for thoe feels frmm‘cattlc
sales. 4S8 such men hrod control over the alleention ST feeds
to particular animuls, Iavin,_this contral jls iF HBYE (SRR
ﬁrolling the Offtako Gf skl B WIS oioaiee Lh;y con cheopnel
the srains of increas 0 milk Qroduétion into,;r?‘uqiu; nore
animals fur beef (thcir cwn domnin of bPQdu?tiJn), Al onC eAsthEen
for cdairy products which is the womens sphere. oonen on their
part were consgrainted £ o0 buying the fecds, thomsclves by 1lack
off encurh fun&s‘ang mmrﬁi‘,u ingceurity.

Here we see an example T @ develoiment Salier o lreeted
at men only 2nd resultipg ©lso in the tiking over by nua of
women's sour9e of incinc.

The sample of 30 Kilb:s houscholds (B ot ekl i uscholds)
in Pellas village in Gombin Local Gevernment »roit 2187 in
Gengola State, cogsistin; of L0 women orid 27 men,  showed
that insoite of a hig h l¢fu of awarcness amon; ooth men and
womcﬁ of the bencfits of atepting e ienlioapail v ions
through the trickls Jown $pocess from thceir husbands. Only men

nefited from sovernment loans, were members oL cpupurﬁpivgs,
could have casier acccess to and afford troctor hiria services
anl. adequate inputs like fortilizers and pesticiles. wiric-

ultural extension scrvices was also dirceted at non Slone s



Viemen from the ' T1V oupehiolds samlee in mosllch in
Tombo District alss bed 2 90l knowledye of the o yicul tural
innovafion aye lablcs 1ot v vieinity. o fola il e in
contact with .gricvltural ~nd home ceonumices S Unte, howover,
fiﬁancial constraints nitintced aszainst their aoopting. acst of
such innovations such as neehznised land grbpar;ti»n copoecially
on their own farms (séuarate Trom family farms). Onl: c¢ne of
the women resyponding oed HCC(JSSV to agricultural lonns from a
Christian agriculturcl ewedit orzinisaticn witl IR i ey eies

in likar.

IV. RURALL JOMEN'S ST 3 POL

e
L
e momees 54 s - o

.

COPTu ITIL L3l b _IDICLPS
Tc ccpe with thuie uncgual acccssibility e /or innceessi-
ility t. eccnonic P\SITQCU? for the survival ond sccurity of
themselves and their familics, the Kilba and Tiv woinen have
dcvélcped some stratesies. They engaged in other ccﬂngmié
activities to supplement what they can ot from Tl L ea L

production., The "Fulbe! women make eraits such o biskets and

fpepe' from certain wouds cvailable in their vieinit: I2r salc,

They semetimes also Dlonte haip, for a foo while S, g

snacks such as 'fura' e ssle. Kibon women en oo in nerkoting

()

-

and petty tradines activitics, focd prenanction fop scle for

cxample, bean cakes, sroundnut cokes, cassava EalEL N

for the same purposc., Howover scveral rtcnersl of She D ton ed

to religious associntions, which, other thon Ganasain . Mot

welfare and religious activities also furm;u vorkbees, to work
each othcrs farms in turn. They alsc did this for non-mombors
for a fee which they Kuﬁt celleetively fop pmcrﬁeﬁcips. Two

tynes of women's or-anisation vore identitied onoiy tho sample

of Tiv wamen - the 'Bow'  no the christian women's or snisation
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whilc the later oborated alons the some lines s Lialt lounc

- ' . o oy il
Ban® dis a purely rurcl cocdit

i
Bt

amoung the Kilbas, tho
orzanisation. Membcors contribute whatever thoy can afford

«at. the cnd of cvery month, Prom these contriouticvns, mumbers
can borrow‘at al eI Sl STERa TN oAl il o URE T BT O
twelve mchths, Henee rural Tiv women acquire thoeiy finsncial
necds to persue econonic cctivitics from this ty.o i “rrange-
nent. ~ flthough there wos ﬁm baEnldeiaee o wale T Wi
organisation within the saiiile; rataticnal erciit i3 also
usually anothcr sourcces of credit for civryin: sut o ricul-

_tural and other cconcmic nctivities.

V. SUGGESTIONS FOR

Lo INTRGRATION OF L OLT. THT
. THE _AGRICUTTURLL & |

CTTON _PrOCESS T

The idea of Yinte;rating” women ia the asvicultural
procuction pfocéﬁs ratincer than mercly involvin them, is mecant
tf portray thc fact that women hu%@ boen ﬂctivuly involved in
thiis sector from time inmenorinl Seent qu Gin eNel R st b

cnumerated above, Survival is nou the nost s;r‘kus Jviblen
facing; Nigeria dnd Jthm' third world countvigs; Hiorss crudied
to that survival is‘th; sort playcd by women who constioute
mo::e tharn half the hum.a I'\,S._')UI'CL.S cft the country. for a
Sustennblc change in women's accass to ccdnumiclrcs,urcgs

however, the cxisting culturl, cconomic and political system
with its allocotive in.suslity has te be restructupe to sive
wider access to cecnemic cud political powier.  Tois is in line

with the theme of the nitc Hations deeade for wohon 'Hguality-

=

Peace ané Development.’ o this cne the £allowin sU, Cestions

are made ;-



# 1. :Jomcﬁ’é e @Il LR e, i pilamaiaulans Sl bRl e gns Ui
i gt pedicic anc pfomr¢mm;n that affceet their liveliloed oiruld
/ be cnsured. s¢ that oily rejacts sSesn Lo be beneliitin. ¢wld
be deeided for. Ihils can be made. nossible by lonllisia: tha
rural women throuth the tormation of or: anisations. .L';;-T'.'*
eolleetive action to cnh=nce their particiaaticn ou vgu%l
footing with men. The enjowerment of women theouvsh collacuive
action is nccessary for/n lastingvsoluticn e TG @RLEIS
Highcrto Urojcét'plnnnin; hss been a top down droecss.
Monitering and evaluation of the projects should alsy be Gone
by »popular porticipation of rural women themselves. JiTcetive
inatitutional links butwgﬁn‘womcn's ORI S GO s W T A
plannipre shauld be ostadlished,

‘

wcecess te 1land, water ~nd other natural resourccs.,
9

2. There is need for insiitutional and Tecalelsnss St

tenure which would result in the redisteibution of woser,

I
2

such that equal acecss . to Iend, water ond other notve:s
rcsources;by Woméﬁ‘GSp¢Ciﬁlly, aﬁd petsant men, woul B
achieved, This couid'include imposing limits on the size of
private land holdings, giving bPiOrity in redisiributing land
. acquired by government [oi agricultural develoumentc HUrnUSeS
to the established tenants, and secondly women favmers;
ensuring that none allocated farm land are absent.e tenants.
In Tact the control of land by the community as it was before

the colonial days should be restated.

5. dccess to credit, inuts and services: CGovermaent or any
organisation in which input and services distributs on s
centralised should give women farmers' organisatici vriopity

et
S ORI

in their activities. .xtension work in‘agricuiﬁuxe, Livestock,
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husbandry and cooperativz: spould be emphasiscda. 10 “'LC:”
Lien o aceasE to in;u?; aild credit for women at tbis_pojnt.
in time has_howeve£ Sccn complicated by the Strnecss .l
Adjustment Programme in Jigeria which emphasises dercuizclion
of' the cconomy . This m;ané that.subsidiés on aﬁricultumgl
inputs like fertiliier have to be rc@uéad. . aen dhe
Nigerian Governméﬁt a8 recently announced tihie plan tce
completely remove such subgidies gradudlly OVer D s Py
12 . i L . v
years, For the samc reason also, interest rat: s on loans
heve been floated and are as high as 205%. Too rusal woonen

WiOSe resources We kKaow ai'c very meagrc, access Lo innutls and

‘credit will be more difiTicult. Policf makeps)snoGic Loereiore
allow special subsidics and interest rates for women [opni- -,
Or;anisation through rural ranking until such « &im. when thoy
can stend on their own. ..t the moment, the cstablichucnt of
rural banks is onc of the objectives of the Dir-ctoi . . Tor

Foods, Roads and Rural Invrastructure.

L. Marketing Seprvices: liarketing, pricing, triis ort-rion

and storage of farm procicts particularly those of nguli sciule
farmcrs should be imiroved, This can also be don. tscounh the
usc of.coobcratives, local markets, DI ORI R G e Rl
Gencrally the success of navketing Surv10us wWill dcocnd on the
development of rural infrastructure such as T.ococder ~once and

communication systecas,

5. [Lducational Qpportunitics: It is most esseniiosl toat raral

—

women be equipped with sou training, whether forinel ur indfosmal

i thelr integration into apriculwural production is .o suce.cd.

Universal primary educition is a basic nced toy 21l »oval

(= CIF 1N AR e
beople especinlly viomcli. Thereartoer, similar o soprtrnitics eng
cquality of <ducation «nl also content must b ensurce To:

"

~woth min and women. spocial incsntives must b. o o i



girls and women to iucie se school enrolment. Th. Hoderal

(o

Government of Nigeria in 1986 launchod the Blue Print wialch

o

o . B S P Y
is planned to enhance female cducation. This j» a ¢ 2.COme

fayi

strategy. Informal cducation through agents of change like
the agricultural, livestocek, and nome cgconomics citcasion
and adult illiteracy class should be emphasised for those
women who are already too old for formal cducation. Uo make
this possible it is imperative to traln morce of sucu fenale
agents. The dearth of this calibre of intucm;giatc Staft 4s
one of the recasons pﬁopbuncuﬁ fepthelsioimaeaiiel S eyl =

tural transformation in Migoria,

6. Rural non-farm accivitics should wlso be tauchi to women by
more home cconomics crtonsion workcers so ag Lo provida
opportunitics to carn off-farm income to supplcemcnt ticir

procecds from agricultuiol activities. Such activitics includce
i £ :

e

ome=-bascd industries lik weaving, food preparatisa, ctc.

Iz éQQEﬁEmRQ;gOUQQR?lﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂiQ&XL Poliey makeis should

also embark on the woﬂif&cation of* the curréntly 1.3 farming
tools, by local enginc.ers wcducaldrudgcry ana enhaonece efficicency
of agricultural production. when this reduces wonmen's lapour
input,.it can then be transfcrred to other productive activities.
fSuch technology should bo cheap softhat they quLq oe within
rc¢ach of rural women. |

8. Research: Last but not the least, govermaent ehovld
increcase allocation of fundbto rescarch generally csoocially
rescarch and rural women. This ﬁill Terease il amount of
information on women's octivitics, the ptculiarjprwblcms they
encounter, and aid in tic formulaﬁion of morc rlevant poli-
cies for their integration into agricultural production in

Nigeria,
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